
 

 

 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Girard Township Supervisors 

July 11, 2017 - 7pm 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. Sandy Anderson called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00PM.   

 

Present:  Supervisors Sandy Anderson, Bill Felege and Paul Pangratz, Solicitor Christine Hall McClure, Secretary/Zoning 

Administrator Becky Hosack, Treasurer Lindy Platz, Roadmaster Ray Branthoover.  Visitors Chris Hetz, John McDonald, 

Percy McDonald, Perry Duncan, Mary Ann Mook, David Evanoff, Tom Dietsch Jr., Chuck McConnell, Dennis Olesnanik, 

Ron Zimmerman, Tom Bendure, and Mr. and Mrs. Shaner.  
 

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR REGARDING THIS EVENINGS AGENDA-None 
 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA WHICH INCLUDES:  
 

.  The GENERAL MEETING MINUTES from the meeting held June 27, 2017, 

 The INVOICES from 6/28/17 through 7/11/17, 

 The PAYROLLS ending 7/1/17 and 7/8/17. 

And the Treasurers Report dated 6/30/17. 

 

Bill Felege made a motion to accept the consent agenda, Paul Pangratz seconded the motion.  All voting in favor. 
 

RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/AGREEMENTS  
Sandy Anderson made a motion to approve Resolution #17-009, to approve and adopt the Emergency Operations Plan.  

Sandy explained what the plan was and Bill Felege noted that the Township has to have a plan for FEMA and PEMA.  

There are 13 municipalities involved.  Bill Felege seconded the motion.  All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

Solicitor McClure had nothing at this time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

The changes to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with Lake City Borough for police services were reviewed 

by the Supervisors.  Sandy Anderson made a motion to consider the agreement again when the 2018 budget is discussed.  

The Supervisors are not going to continue forward with this agreement at this time.  Bill Felege noted that they will be 

waiting to see what happens with the state police fees and how much those will be for 2018. Bill Felege seconded the 

motion.  All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

There was discussion on the potential projects for 2017 CDBG projects.  3 projects were discussed: putting a base on 

Fairplain Road after the excavation is complete, ADA concrete picnic tables and bases for Lake Erie Community Park and 

resurfacing Ivoray Road hill and adding catch basins and tubes.  Becky is to pass these along to Joe Berdis. 

 

There was discussion on the closure of Fairplain Road from Rt 20 to Middle Road for the restructuring of the road.  Sandy 

Anderson explained the process that will be taking place with the removal of material from the east side of Fairplain Road 

where the steep hill is.  Chivers Construction will be doing the excavation and taking the material starting as early as 

Wednesday July 12th.  The road will be closed up to 2 months.  After which time the road will be resurfaced as a dirt road to 

build a base.  Fairplain Road will remain that way for 1-2 years. The driveway access of the  Rusch’s property will not be 

blocked.  Bill Felege noted there will be a dust reducer applied.  The closure will be put on the Township website and 

Facebook.  Percy McDonald asked how deep they were going to go.  The Supervisors stated they were not sure yet until the 

project got underway, but most likely 8-12 feet deep. Bill Felege made a motion to close Fairplain Road, Sandy Anderson 

seconded the motion.  All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
There was discussion on project ideas for a Coastal Zone Management grant.  The suggestions were a restroom on the west 

side of the park, additional funds for the completion of the west trail and funds towards the pavilion.  Sandy Anderson 

wanted to know if the money for work done on the new pavilion would be reimbursable when the grant money was 

awarded.  Becky Hosack stated she did not believe so but would check on it. 

 

There was a review of a proposed 180’ tall self – supported communications tower on Elk Creek Road by Erie County 911 

with construction being done by KCI Technologies.  This tower will provide additional communication service in 

conjunction with the new radio system.  Bill Felege made a motion to waive the zoning permit fees.  Paul Pangratz 

seconded the motion.  The fees would have been under $50.  All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 



 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS NOT ON THIS EVENINGS AGENDA 

Sandy Anderson stated that the Township received a questionnaire regarding a PennDOT project of restoration of a bridge 

on route 20 in potentially 2021. 

She also noted that she had received a phone call from a resident wanting to know if there was permit that they could get to 

drive a golf cart on Imperial Point roads.  Mr. & Mrs. Shaner who were in attendance, stated it was a gentleman that already 

rides his law tractor up and down the roads in Westgate to go to the store and back.  Which they did not feel was fair since 

there is no ATV use allowed on the roads.  Sandy said it more than likely falls under the PA vehicle code and not the 

Township ordinances. The Township Solicitor agreed with it falling under vehicle code & we have no authority for a 

permit. 

Bill Felege spoke about potential legislation for this type of activity in areas under 35 mph. 

Sandy dropped off the survey maps at Erie County Planning for the purchase of the land from Fairview Evergreen 

Nurseries for the road between North Creek and Williams. 

 

Paul Pangratz had nothing. 

 

Bill Felege spoke regarding the flooding that had occurred recently.  The township had $720,000 of damage from the rain 

event.  At that time the Township had gone under an Emergency Declaration.  Bill made a motion to close out the 

Emergency Declaration.  Sandy Anderson seconded he motion.  All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

Bill brought up the Ethel Drive project and there was much discussion.  The planning module that Bob Rabell had dropped 

off for a small flow treatment system for a residence on Ethel was reviewed but the Township was not going to do anything 

with it until more questions were answered from DEP.   

Bill noted that the tenants of the rental house had given notice of their moving.  He asked when they should go up and do 

the walk through.  Sandy Anderson thought 1 week prior to the tenants vacating. 

Bill mentioned that there had been vandalism at the west park and cameras needed to go up.  He had been in contact with a 

new company called White Tail, who Fairview Township uses.  A quote had been done to install 2 new cameras and a 

monitor for the west side.  There was discussion if these cameras needed to be night vision.  Dave Evanoff, a resident who 

was in attendance who also works for Fairview Township, spoke saying that if the area is lit well enough, night vision 

cameras were not needed.  The cameras, monitor and installation would be $2343.  Lindy Platz spoke stating that they 

could subtract $450 for the router since it was not needed.  Lindy explained how the software installed now cannot zoom in 

and new software by White Tail would allow zooming.  It could tie into the existing cameras also. An additional recorder 

might be needed.  Bill Felege made a motion to have the cameras and monitor installed as well as install the new software.  

Lindy Platz stated she felt it needed to be done sooner than later.  Sandy Anderson seconded the motion.  All voting in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

Bill said that he felt that the firewood permit should be opened up to anyone, not just residents.  Becky Hosack said that she 

had already issued a permit to a non-resident.  There have only been approx. 5 permits issued. The limitation on the amount 

of wood taken should also be removed from the permit.  Bill made a motion to make these changes.  Sandy Anderson 

seconded the motion. All voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Sandy Anderson also noted that the Music in the Park was a success so far.  The last week there were just under 200 people. 

 

NEW BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR REGARDING ANYTHING NOT DISCUSSED THIS EVENING 

Dave Evanoff wanted to know what the Township’s plans were for the Ethel Drive water issue. Bill Felege commented that 

they were almost complete down to Brian Kreske’s house. Dave asked what they were going to do with the south end. The 

discussion went to the proposed septic system that was to be installed at a resident’s home on the south side of Ethel. The 

Supervisors said that there needed to be a meeting with Rabell Engineering and the PADEP and the Supervisors.  Rabell 

had assumed there was an existing storm water system in the area when there is not.  Dave wanted to know what happens if 

the house that is for sale that has the malfunctioning septic system sells.  What happens then? The Supervisors had no 

answer at this time.  This discussion was lengthy.  The concern is that the type of septic system that is proposed to go in 

will allow the cleaned effluent to flow into storm water pipes that will travel through resident’s yards.  There were also 

concerns what if the homeowners do not take care of the system and it fails, will sewage flow through the line.  There were 

concerns this could potentially add more water to the ground to the existing water issue.  The Supervisors are at a standstill 

until they gain more information.   

 

The Shaners from Westgate Drive were in attendance with photographs of the recent flooding event.  They have had it and 

need the Supervisors to do something.  They cannot get any relief from anyone.  Mrs. Shaner indicated that the pitch of 

Westgate Drive is not correct and that adds to the reason why the storm water will not flow to the catch basins correctly.  

All the water from the subdivision flows to the corner where they live.  They asked if the Supervisors have gotten anywhere 

with Chardonnay Village and Girard Borough.  Paul Pangratz stated that Girard Borough has told the Supervisors they do 

not want any water sent their way.  Bill Felege said that Ashley Porter, the engineer working on the issue, wants to have a 



 

 

 

meeting next week.  The residents need more sand bags as theirs are falling apart.  Bill noted he will get plastic ones this 

time. 

 

Chris Hetz from Fairview Evergreen Nurseries asked what the timeline was to fix Townline Road.  He said that there are 

safety issues since people are driving around the closed portion of the road into their fields and the ground is slippery and 

someone may end up sliding into the sink hole.  Sandy answered the timeline is unknown yet.  Bill said that because the 

creek flows into Crooked Creek that permits will be needed to do the repairs and the permits can take time to get.  John 

McDonald and Bill Felege had a heated discussion about John going down into the sink hole to investigate the tube and 

road abutments.  John fell and got cut up by doing so.  John stated that he doesn’t understand why the road hasn’t been 

fixed since the tube is still there and all they would have to do is bring in the dirt and fill it in.  Bill and Ray said that it 

cannot be fixed that way because there is no bottom to the tube.  There are estimates of $79,000 to fix it and the Township 

is applying for emergency liquid fuels and that will pay for ½ of the cost. John McDonald continued to argue that there is 

nothing wrong with the tube.  Ray said he was not going to just put a band aid on the problem to have to fix it again when 

ITC comes in to do their project in a couple years.   

 

Ron Zimmerman asked to go back to the Ethel Drive issue for a moment.  He stated that if he agreed to the easement to run 

the storm water through his yard, if the Township could guarantee him that he would not have to have the clean effluent 

from the proposed sewage system go through it.  Bill said he would not want to answer that at this time until he has a 

meeting with the DEP and the engineer. 

 

NEW BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER NOT DISCUSSED THIS EVENING 

Lindy Platz said that the Miller’s Landing land is assessed at $250 with taxes of $4.22.  She wanted to know if the 

Supervisors still wanted to proceed with spending the money to have that land moved into a tax exempt status.  The 

Supervisors agreed that it would cost more to do that than just pay the taxes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS FROM THE ROADMASTER NOT DISCUSSED THIS EVENING 

Ray Branthoover commented that the Ethel Drive project was moving along and would to the proposed property line by the 

end of the week.  He would also have the Daggett Road ditch issue done as well by the end of the week.  He stated that 

Fairplain Road is ready for Chivers Construction to start excavation.  The road may close as early as the following day. 

They would be closing the road but the Rusch’s would still be able to get into their driveway.  He did not have any more 

word on the seal coating and paving projects.  He has left messages but not received any calls back. 

 

NEW BUSINESS FROM THE SECRETARY/ZONING ADMINISTRATOR NOT DISCUSSED THIS EVENING 

Becky Hosack asked if the Supervisors would consider a microphone as it is very hard to hear them with the loud heating 

and cooling vent and the water cooler when it kicks on.  Sandy Anderson said they would consider it. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Paul Pangratz, seconded by Sandy Anderson to adjourn meeting at 8:16 pm.  All voting in favor. 

Motion carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Becky Hosack 

Becky Hosack 

Secretary/Zoning Administrator 

 


